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Fortifications along the northerm fromtier of Albvania, begm as early as

1949, are mostly of the field type,

in the velleys/ [The fortifications extend from the valley of the Vermosh

but include concrete anti-tank trencher

50X1-HUM

River to Ivanma}, Koplik and Gjerm, with particular attention being peid to

the Shkeder region (Bardhe
are also being fortified.

e), Peshkop and Kukes

Albanian reservists recent)w

recalled to active duty in the Army are earmarked for these fortification 90X1-HUM

projects, all of which are carried out by the Army.

As evidence of renewed Soviet intersst in Albania (which lagged, \
during the period following the Greek guerrilla defee,ti
e arrival in Albanis of Soviet military and other experts, as well as

creased Soviet attentlion to the Alvanian Army and its armement.,
| Soviets accompany Altanian officers who

connection|
visit the areas being fortified, **
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In this

In line with such general security masuresJ

formetion in Altania of a 10,000-ren brigade, divided into companies of

1 ul
recent™  LoX1-HUM

200 men each, The brigade, which was formed to combat resistance activities,
is allegedly composed of "voluntecers" chiefly recruited from Albanian prisons,®**
Members of the brigade wear civilian clothing, with a chevron on their left

sleeves,

‘Under instructlon from Moscow, a special training program has been initiated
in the Altanian Army; the program, which is being directed by General lMehmet
Shehu, and controlled by Soviet spscialists, includes training in comrando

tactics, ambush,

sabotage, destruction of commmications and industrial ob-

as methods of assassination, |

this 50X1-HUM

Jectives, ag w‘o}i

g:ﬁng is aimed ot preparing Albanian military personmnel In the art of
o 1

la warfare, in the event that the Vestern Powers should occupy Albania,
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2. 50X 1
*@@;ﬂ= northern inspection S0X1
trip of b jor General BeqiT Balluku, accompanied by & Soviet officers.
. 50X1-HUM
|1t would appear doubtful that 50X1

Alvanian prisons would be used as the source for brigade staffing, since  50X1-HUM
such perascns could hardly te relied upon to suppress enemies of the State,
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